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CHEM 499L - Research Report Rubric   

 Unacceptable 

1 

Acceptable 

2 

Above Expectation 

3 

Mastery 

4 
 Level, 

 Purpose,  

 Vocabulary 

Lacks grasp of context, disciplinary 

discourse, and purpose.  Does not 

show relationships of elements of 

research to disciplinary context 

Adequately recognizes purpose of 

work and the context with adequate 

vocabulary.  Reveals some 

relationships of elements of 

research to disciplinary context. 

Shows good understanding of 

context, disciplinary level, and 

purpose.  Often relates elements 

of research to disciplinary 

context 

Demonstrates a thorough 

understanding of context, 

disciplinary level, and purpose 

that applies to all elements of 

the research. 

Content Development / 

Organization 

Does not present or discuss relevant 

data; lacks logical progression of 

content that supports structure or 

conclusion. 

Includes and organizes relevant 

data, but logical progression is not 

always clear.  Data and 

presentation adequately support 

conclusion. 

Includes and organizes relevant 

data that usually show logical 

progression and support 

conclusion. 

Always uses relevant data, in 

logical progression, that 

support conclusion.  

Chemistry Conventions Does not attend to style and norms 

of discourse in the discipline.  

Demonstrates attention to and 

adequate understanding of 

chemistry terms and conventions. 

Usually demonstrates attention 

to and a good understanding of 

chemistry terms and 

conventions. 

Demonstrates excellence in 

attending to and understanding 

chemistry terms and 

conventions. 

Sources and Evidence Makes wholly inadequate use of 

relevant evidence and sources. 

Demonstrates some use of quality, 

credible, relevant resources, but 

sometimes lacks adequate support. 

Demonstrates effective use of 

resources of quality and 

relevance, and provides adequate 

evidence  

Demonstrates skillful use of 

high quality, relevant, and 

adequate resources and 

evidence 

Syntax and Mechanics Uses language that impedes grasp by 

readers and contains many errors. 

Does not always use language that 

conveys meaning with clarity, and 

includes a few language errors, but 

conveys the overall sense of the 

project   

Uses straightforward language 

that generally conveys meaning 

to readers.   

Apt use of language that 

skillfully communicates 

meaning to readers with clarity 

and fluency, and is free of 

errors 

 


